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Yo u c o u l d l e a v e a l a s t i n g
legacy for British wildlife
with a gift in your Will
What will your legacy be?
Most of us would like to be remembered for something
positive; to leave a mark on the world and feel that we’ve
made a difference in some way. Your Will is your chance
to take care of everything that’s important to you and
make sure those closest to you are taken care of.
By remembering Wildwood Trust in your Will, every gift –
however large or small – makes a difference.

Why I chose to remember the
Wildwoodtrust in my Will
‘Wildwood Trust offers my
grandchildren a unique insight into
a world that is being lost forever.
Leaving a legacy to wildwood is
one of the most important things
anyone can do to protect wildlife
for future generations’ Ken West

Ken West 1945-2018

The Ken West Aviary now supports Avocet, Egret, Night Heron and the Red-Billed Chough which are part of a
captive breeding and reintroduction programme in Kent

1

Remembering Wildwood Trust in your Will

Our red squirrel captive breeding andreintroduction programme has contributed to reintroductions in Wales
every year since 2002

Wildwood Trust is a charity whose mission is
to protect, conserve and rewild British wildlife.
Wildwood is not just a wildlife park, but also
a unique conservation project, which tells the
changing story of British wildlife and woodlands over the last 1,000 years.

their lives in the wild and in captivity.
Wildwood is also committed to improving
conditions for wildlife throughout the UK. We
aim to establish large semi-natural nature
reserves managed by large herbivores such
as deer, konik horses and bison. The diversity
of many British habitats is a direct result of
the grazing habits of large herbivores that
inhabited Britain after the last Ice Age. Before
the introduction of domesticated livestock and
modern forestry techniques, such herbivores
were the main means of maintaining a balance
of wild plants and animals in our woodlands,
pastures and wetlands across Britain.

Many of the animals at Wildwood are either
extinct in the UK or are under threat. Wildwood
Trust is continually working to protect Britain’s
most endangered wildlife and to reintroduce
animals back into the countryside.
Some endangered species struggle to
re-establish healthy populations in new
areas, through habitat fragmentation or
physical barriers such as roads and towns,
which prevent their population spreading
naturally. Captive breeding and reintroduction
programmes are one method to overcome
these problems and Wildwood is involved with
reintroduction schemes for a number of highly
endangered species.

Our education programmes and conservation
courses give future generations a true
understanding and appreciation of the
natural world around them, helping to inspire
conservationists of today and the future.
‘

Other species need further research before
we can identify the best way to support them
in the wild. Since its inception, Wildwood has
played host to a huge number of research
studies, involving a large number of different
species. These studies have helped scientists
develop methods to better understand and
support the wild populations of these species.
All our captive breeding programme species
are involved in studies that will help improve
2

We’re really proud of all of our
achievements so far, but… there is
still so much to be done!
By leaving a gift to Wildwood in your
Will, you can be a part of this vital
work and your gift really will make a
difference for the future conservation
of British wildlife.

A gift to nature, not the taxman!

Conservation grazing with Koniks

Any gift left to the Wildwood Trust is taxfree so the money that would have gone to
Revenue and Customs will be spent on saving
wildlife instead.

on your estate on that part of its value
which exceeds the combined ‘nil rate band’
(£325,000 at present), any transferable nil rate
band and residence nil rate band. However,
gifts to exempt beneficiaries, including
charities like the Wildwood Trust, are
deducted from your estate before Inheritance
Tax is calculated. This may even result in your
estate paying no Inheritance Tax at all.

Did you know that people who leave
more than 10% of their estate to charity
receive inheritance tax benefits?
If your estate is liable for inheritance tax (see
here) or if you have complicated requirements
for your will, we suggest you speak to your
own solicitor to discuss making a will and
leaving a gift to us. If you don’t already have
a solicitor, you can go to http://solicitors.
lawsociety.org.uk/ to search for a local
solicitor. Inheritance Tax at 40% is payable

Where Inheritance Tax is payable, anyone
leaving 10% or more of their taxable estate
to charity will qualify for a reduced rate
of Inheritance Tax of 36%, which could
save a considerable amount. If you have
any questions or would like advice about
inheritance tax, please talk to your solicitor.

Why is making a will so important?
Three types of gift you can leave in your Will:
A specific sum – This is a gift of a set amount
of money specified by yourself, but please bear
in mind that inflation may decrease its value
over time.
A specific bequest – Where you choose to
leave a specific item, such as a painting or
jewellery or even your house.
A share of your estate or whatever is left –
This is a percentage of your estate after all
other gifts and expenses have been paid.
These gifts are very important to us as they
usually maintain their value or increase over
time. This also means you’re less likely to need
to amend it in the future.
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Make a free online will
To help us to say thank you and to enable us
to plan for the future, details of your legacy
will be shared with us: your name, your contact
details, the amount of the legacy and the date
you made the will.

With our partner makeawillonline.co.uk, we
offer a free online Will service:
Simply visit www.makeawillonline.co.uk/
wildwood where you can make a single will
or a pair of wills in three easy steps. All wills
are checked by a fully qualified solicitor and
covered by £2m insurance. If there are any
points of concern, the solicitor will contact you
with suggested amendments or clarifications.
You can update or edit your will up to three
times in the 30 days from completion of the will.

Alternatively, you can make a will online and
leave a legacy to us without sharing this
information by paying for the will directly
here: www.makeawillonline.co.uk where a
single will is only £29.50 and a pair of wills is
£39.50.

If you already have a will you want to change
If you do already have a will and would like
to leave a gift to us, you need to contact your
solicitor and let them know your intentions. You
can work with them to either make a new will or
a shorter and less expensive “codicil”. However,
if there have been any major changes in your
life since your will was originally written e.g.
marriage, divorce, deaths or births, then it’s
probably best to write a new one.
Whichever option you decide is best for you,
please ensure that your solicitor uses our full
name: Wildwood Trust, our charity number:
1093702 and our registered address
Wildwood Trust, Herne Common, Herne Bay,
Kent CT6 7LQ

Eurasion Beaver captive breeding and Ham Fen
Beaver trial

If you don’t currently have a will..
Once your family and friends are catered for,
anything you can provide us with will make
a huge difference for the future of our native
wildlife.

For more information or a private and
confidential talk on how your gift could help,
please contact Sarah Anstee on 01227 712111 or
e-mail sarah.anstee@wildwoodtrust.org
If you haven’t already made a will you can
make one using any solicitor you choose and
leave a gift of a specific amount of money or
a proportion of your estate to Wildwood and
any other charities you wish to leave a gift to.

Even just 1%, so those closest to you
inherit 99%, will have a significant
impact for the future conservation of
our most endangered species!
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How will your gift be used?
Legacies are usually unrestricted gifts, allowing
us to use the funds wherever the need is
greatest at that particular time. However, if you
have a particular area of interest that you’d
like to benefit from your gift, please contact
us to discuss your intentions. We’ll always try
to accommodate your wishes, but sometimes
leaving a gift to a specific project can cause
difficulties, especially if we’re no longer working
on that project by the time we receive the gift.

Water vole captive breeding, reintroductions and
irrigation

Let us know
Should you decide to leave a gift to Wildwood
in your will, we want you to know how much
we appreciate your generosity and can assure
you that it will make a difference to the future of
our wildlife. We do like to acknowledge and say
thank you for the gifts that we receive through
legacies from our supporters, so unless you
would prefer your gift to remain anonymous,
please do let us know if you intend to leave a
legacy and share your details with us. This will
help us to keep you updated on our work, so
that you can hear about the progress we are
making with the projects you could be helping
in the future. We will of course keep any details
you share with us confidential.
If you would prefer that we don’t get in touch with
you in the future, we will respect your wishes,
please just let us know. We won’t pressure you it’s a personal matter and your decision to make
in your own time, but we’re here to help if you
need us. Should you decide to leave a gift to
Wildwood Trust in your will, we want you to know
that we will use your gift with the greatest of care.
We know you want your gift to make a difference
and with the Wildwood Trust, it really will, so if
the time is right for you to remember a charity in
your Will, please remember Wildwood Trust.

Wildcat captive breeding and reintroduction

Wildcat captive breeding and reintroduction
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